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+ Franklin Parker

Sumnary
i‘*&

Examines Max Raefferty (1517-82), Califcrnia conservstive
sducator and schcol critic of the 19608, ss precursor to the New
Right's apparent success~s in ths 1580s., The {nfluence of the
relicious and political conservatives is seen in movemsnts tor
public school praysr; advsncing private ?ver publlc education
thrcugh vouchers, tuition tax credits, and Christian acaderiies;
censorship ¢f school textbcoks and public libreryrbaoks and other
media; opposition to sex sducastion and busing to achieve schocl
desegregation; snd oppositicn to public sctool financing through
bond issues, “rominently menticned sre the New rRight anti-evolution
"creetion science” campaigns and the indiscriminste lateling ss
"secular humenism" of many trends distasteful tc the New Richt,
Rafiferty in the 19608 verbslized meny ccnserveotive ideas which the
New night has been gble to put into effect in the 1980s to chenge-
"e3. schcols and scclety, Ixamines New Right's power bases: TV
evanzelistic media use for fundrsising, religio-political
ormanizations (Moral Majority), and backing from the Reagsn

administration and federal arencies {(U.S. Educaticn Department),
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Rocts of the New Right: School Critic Max Rafferty (1917-82)
By Franklin Pariksr

tax Rafferty eriticized progressive edicators and their
fadsral backers in the 1960s with limited success. That same
battle in the 1980s i{s being won by the iaw Right coalition of
raliyious fundamentalists, political rishtists, and TV evangelists

who speasarhsaded the Moral Majority. Bscked by the White House and
apparently

ths VV.S5. Education Department--and AFT the voting majority--
the New Right is §sshaping American scitocls and sociaty.
schcol
A3 teacher, principal, California stat%Aeuperintendant,
and critic-writer Rafferty attragted parhars wmers ropulsr attsntion than
did the more academic Arthur I, isstor, prestigicus James B,

Conant, and caustic Admiral Hyman . Rickovear, Theouvsh Rafferty's
{mpact in his time was minor, in a senss he pres:s=:d the New
Right's current surge of influence and powsr. It helps
to trace Raffertyts emercanca as a school critic in the
t.0s and to pondsr the New Right's apparent success in achisving
what kafterty only verbslized,

He was born Maxwell Lewils Rafferty, Jr., May 17, 1517, in
New Orlcans, unaware of the Darwinlan evilntion debate, which cast

doubt on divine ecreaticon, or the widelv chiurecti=ligtributed Fundsmentsls

pamphlet seriles, 1910-15, affirming Bible
inerrancy and “hristts divinity, virgin birlh, asbsclutien for manf's

3ins, resurrsction, and ssecend coming, iy the time his tamily moved
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to Sioux City, ITowa (1921), where his father owned a paint and

wallpaper store, that Fundamentels series hsd hslpsd i{nspirs the

19208 Prohibition and oppesition to svolution teaching., The Rafferty
store falled in 1931 and the family moved to Los Angelss, where the
father worked in an auto plant. This was six years after the 1925
Scopes "monkey" triasl, Dayton, Tenn., which fundamentalists largely
won (evolution teaching was lsgally prohibited in Tennessse schools
for some L0 years),

Max stood out at Beverly Hills High Schcoel for his bookishnesg--
his Baptist mother of colonial background taught him to read when
he was 3; his debating skills--a glibness inherited from his Irish Roman
Catholic fathsr; and his youthfulness--he skipped several grades
and completed high school at age 16.

At the vniversiﬁykcf Californla, Los Angsles, with a history
ma jor and English minor, he mansged the football and rugby teams,
was president of Sigma PiL fraternity, and joined the UCLA Ameri: .as,
an anti-Communist athlstic group formed to opposs leftist s tudents,
many of whom were ccncerned about fascism abroad and st home,

He earned the B,A. degres in 1938, Wwith jobs scarce,
he worked in a gas station for a few months until he became {11.
Recovering and deciding to become a teachsr, he stuéied at UCLA
School of Education whsre, hs ssid later, he reluctantly absorbed
John Dewasy's progressive philosophy: "I had no choice.... It was
the only way I could zet a credentiasl, I becamse a grade A, number
ona hypoerite.”

He taught English, history, and coached football at Trona High

School, in a small, arid town nesr the Mojave Dessrt, 1940-48,




barely avoiding being drafted, Aftar occupstionsl defermant as a
teachsr, hes was classified 1A, passed his physical but appsaled,
claiming flat feet; his appesl was denied. His first wife (he
married a schoolmate in Dacember 1G940; was divorcad in 1943; and

in 1944 married Frances Louslla Longman, mother of their two daughtsrs
and one son) in a later interview sald:

He had besn in ths ROTC at UCLA and said that he hadnit

ltksd it at sll. Hes told me he hoped his flat feat

would kesp him cut of the service, snd he said if that

didn't work, {t would be sasy to have an accident snd

shoot a tos off,

At induction, he insisted on re-sxamination and finslly got & LF
defsarment.

Frem Trona, where he had risen to vice principal, he became
principal of Big Bear Senior High School, 1%/;8-51, a resort town in
the San Bernardino mountains, He movsd ¢n toigiiziintendent, Saticoy
Elementary School Distriet, 1951-55; Superintsndent, Needles Elementary
and High School District, 1955-61 {(whsre he restorsd order success-
fully after progressive education was thrown out and mass resignations
snsued); and Superintendent, La Cansda Schools, a prosperous
northeast Los Angeles suburb, 1961-62,

Asked later why * had spent his first 21 yesrs s tesacher and
administrator in isolsted southern California desert towns, he
grinned and ssid, "For a very simple rasson, They paid better
salariss, And advancement was far more rapid." Meanwhils,
attending UCLA nights and summers, he esrned the ¥,A. (1949) and Ed.D.

(1656) degrees, wrote criticsl articles in Phi Delts Ksppan, and
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gave equally critical talks on schocls to Rotary Clubs and othsp
groups, tons of which caused a stir,

He later rscalled why his first La Canadas school board masting
speech, "The Passing of the Patriot," spring, 1961, was s blockbuster:

The rise of the John Birch Society~--which I had nesver

heard of t{ll Y came to ths Los Angeles areg--and othep

pro~Amsrican groups had ereatsd a tindsrbex and I

unwittingly dropped a lightning bolt in the middle of it.

He blamsd educators since the 1930s for being "so busy educating
for 'l11fe adjustment! that we forgot that the first duty of s
nation's schools is to pressrve the nation...." He continued:

The results [ﬁf our system of public educstio%} are

plain for all to see: The worst of our youngsters growing

up to become booted, sida~-burned, ducktalled, unwashed,

leather=-jacketsd slobs, whosa favorits sport is ravaging

little girls snd stomping polio victims to death:

youth coming {nto maturity for sll the world like the

best of our young pscple fresh from a dizzying roller

coaster ride, with sverything blurred, with nothing clear,

with no positive standards, with everything in doubt,

No wonder so many of thsm welsh out and squeal and turn

traitor when confrontad with ths Rrim reality of Red

military force and the crafty cunning of Red psychological

warfars,

He reflected super-pstriots! disda’'n of Amsrican soldiers turned

traitor under communist brainwashing i{n the Korsan War, He urged his

b



audience to dedicate thsmselves to raturning patriotism tc.education,
to the end of making:

our young people informed and disciplined and slert--

militant for fresdom, clear-syad tc ths filthy mensace

of Communist corruption... {;n§] happy (n their lovs

cf country.

The inflammatery speech, widsly distributed by right-wing groups,

appeared in the Congressional Rescord, wns reprinted in dozens of

U.S. newspapers and in the Reader's Digest. Nationsl attenticen,

wrots a New York Times nswsman, made Raffsrty the idocl of ths

crackpot right and others who yearn for the simple end manly
virtues of yesterdsy,

Booksd now into right-wing rallies in the stats, Rsfferty was
ssen by Republican lssders as a liksly winner of the normally
nonpartisan post of superintsndent of public instrsuction, Assured
of financial backing, he ran against Ralnh Richardson, UCLA spesch
profasso::fs:ggorted by teachers'! organizations, Facked by the
American Legion and other ultraconservati{ves, Rafferty touched grass-
roots concerns by telling psople their children wers growing up
absurd. He won by 219,84l votss. Richardson recaslled: "Hs clubbad
me to death with the progressive sducation i{ssue, even though
progressive education had not bean used in California i{n ten years.,"

stats school superintendent
In 1966 he was re-glecte%mby an unprecedentsed 3 million votes,
Rafferty had little influence on California's check and balancs

school system, where policywas made locelly. State dscisions wore

made b & governor-gppointed ten-member schcel board. Teachers and
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sdministrators were atate civil servants., Raffarty ecntantlj fsuded
with the schoecl board, nine of whom hsd publicly sndorsad hia
opponent in the 1962 election (after 1966, Govarnor Resgsn appointed
six rightiat members). Rafferty clashed with school board president

Thomas W. Braden over The Dictionary of American Sleng, which he

chsrescterized as a "practicing handbook of ssxuasl perversion."™ Hs

challenged an sighth grads textbook, Land of the Fres, making its

adoption & minor csuse celebres, bscauss it prsssnted the scconmplish-

ments of minority_graups, fnferred thet the U.S. bacame a colonial
powsr on taking ev;& the Philippines, stated thst Japsn was
thinking of surrendsr whep the atomic bomb was dropped, snd suggested
that Joe McCarthy may have misused his senatorial powser. He con-
demned the U.S. Suprams Court for its 1561 anti-public school prayer
decision. He attacked the sppointment of Eldridge Clesver as
guest lecturer at the University of Cslifornia, Bsrkelsy. He
saversd these smotion-packed, newsmsking rows.

In his 1562 campaign Raffsrty urged an end to progressive
education as cfficisl policy, rscommeni;d Iists of children's

an

classics sent to all publie schoolsq\sdcption of music books cone-

taining patriotic songs: . Columbie the Gem of the Ccesn,

——— —

You're a Grand Old Flag, snd Yankxea Doodls. He urired that tescher

educastion be shifted from univarsity schcols of education to liberal
arts and scisnce despartments, stressed subject matter over teaching
methods, wanted public education extsnded to ths mentally retarded
and compensatory educstion for dropouts, urved more stats sid for
local schools, snd promoted economy in schcol consuiidation. A

reporter commented:



There is no evidsnce that Raffarty carod very desply

about such {ssues, but they were uzeful to him as pditical

steps to higher office. When he announced for the

Senate--appropristely on Washington's birthds y--gscme

Californians may have besn surprised, but the

record should have prepared thsm. 4nd the time was ripe.

Rafferty then set out to capturs moderats Republicsn Thomss
H. Kuchslts U,S. Senste sasst, Kuchal, known enemy to the
far right, had denocunced the John Birch
Soclety for sttacking Chief Justice Farl Warroen {(whe, ams governor,
had appointed Kuchal to the Senate in 1953). Rafferty's three
regsons for sntsering ths Senates racs:

One, ss & Republicsn, I felt my opponent wasn't in

the mainstream of the Republican party, Two, &s an

educator, I weas appalled by the weste of Federsl monsy

and the ratholes down which {t was being poured. Thrae,

88 a father whose only son {s in the Alr Force and is

schsaduled to go to Vietnam, I knew we had to clean up

that mess somehow,

Raffarty defsated Kuchel {n the primsry by 66,635 votes,
campaigning against violsnce, pornogrephy, drugs, snd lawlsssness,
In the genersl slecticn agsinst liberal Democrat Alan Y. Cransten,
Tormer California comptroller, Rafferty stressed law and ocrder,
condemned liberal Supreme Court decisions ss contributing to sccial
disorder, characterized Court membars as "political hacks, {declogi-

cal reformers, and poksr playing ercnies of ths President fi.B.

Johnscé], end child marrying mountain climbars" [;illiam Q. Douglns].

10
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Newswaek reported Rafferty's sclution for America's problems
8s:

Shooting loocters, summary strest courts-martisl for

cther rioters, more capital punishment, abolishinz most

foreign ai{d, and escalating the Viatnam war (perhaps

with nuclear weapons).

GQualifying these early rash statements later in the campaign, he

told a reporter he favored "minimum forcé" necessary to enforce the
law, snd shooting only "as a lgst resort.," s mellowed too

on ghetto dwsllers, Vistnam, foretian eid, and cther issuses, Sti{ll, on
November 5, 1968, he lost to Cranston tiie 1.5, Senste seat he so
prized. He aiso lost his 1670 re-election did for

&8 third term as Cal%{arnis's superintendent of public instruction to
Wilson Riles, black ?ducstor he had aprncinted his deputy.

Defested all around, Rafferty left California where, unknown,
hs had risen dramaticslly to statewida recoynition and national attention,
He settled in as Educgtion Denn, Troy Stats University,

Alsbams, 1971, just befope fundsmentsl{sts' psrtial victory, 1972,

in having "creat{on scisnce" (bassd on Genesis}) given equsl times
whenever evolution was taught in Californis public 3choels, From

his Alahama post, he observed growing New Fight victories: protest
against alleged obscens textbooks, Kanawha County schocls, West
Virginia, 1974-75; commervative attack, 1975, on the Nat{cnal Sciencs
Foundation-financed social studies courss, "Man: A Courss of Study, "
for allsgedly teaching fifth and sixth graders, through an Eskimo

unit, about killing girl babies and old peopls, wife-swapping,

and incest; TV evangelists! phenomenal riss to wealth and power, 1970s,

leading
P\t«a the 1979 founding of tha Moral Malority, under the Rev. Jerry

11




Falwell; snd passage of esquel time svoluticn/ereation scisnce
tsaching laws in Arkansas and Louisiana, 1581 (s faderal district
court, 1982, declared the stats lsws unconstituticnal),

Rafferty's accideantal death cccurred Sundsy, Juns 13, 1982,
after his car skidded off the rcad, went ovar an sarthen dam, and
rlunged into 15 feet of water. Trapped for nsarly 10 minutes but
revived by parasmedics, he disd on the way to the hospitel; aged
65. It was & sad end for ona who had {n some msessure prepared and
presared the New Right's ascendancy to rowsr,

Joa L. Kincheloe sses ths Kanawha County (wV) textbook
controversy, 1974~75, &s ths catslyst thst coalesced ths New Right and
convinced them thst most Anerican parsnts were ¢n their side, Led
by school bosrd member Alice Moors, locsl parents wen anew their
right to eliminate undssirable school textbooks anéd to reject school and

iiﬁﬁiﬁyﬁﬁg§§§§§£§§ S 8iled szainst: "Saint” John Dswey and his

é progressive education followsrs; the beatnicks, drug takers,
pornography, and runaway children of the 156, Free Spesch movement;
the rioters, vandsls, snd black ghatto burners of the mid f60s; the
mounting crimes, muggings, and killings cf that prolest period; the
draft card burners, flas defilers, and university smashers of ths
Vietnam sra. In West Virginia the New Kight found that they could
use TV to thelr 4dvantage; that grass-rcots Amsrica wanted to
refurbish the American dream, return to old-time velues, and reinstate
patriotism, morality, and tha three Bs in the nation's schools.

The New Right's sessming success is frightening. The Ronald

Reagan revolution has cut bsck big government, scaled down federasl

12
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agencies, transferred socio-scancomic=sducationel problems to
statses, revarsed fifty years of federal ald to distressed citizens
unable to hslp themselves,

Even befors A Nation at Risk, 1983, and other eritical

reports, educational oconssrvatism advanced natianally: schocl
prayer, vouchers, tuition tax oredit, Christian academiss, msdia
censorship, teaching children at home rather than in public schools,
;pposing busing for school desegregation, fichtine school bends,

and othsrs, .

The New Right uses ths undefined "secular humanism" (man
centered rathsr than God centered) to attack sverything they
oppose--from atheism to the United Naticns, from sex educsation
to evolution teaching. Anti-secular humanism i{s now part of the
Education for Hconomic Security Act of 15385, which bars use of
fedsral magnet school funds "for any ccurse cf instruction the
substance of whioh {s sscular humani{sm.” U.S. Education Sscretary
WilliamrJ. Bsnnett, New Right-approved anpointee, lets local
guthorities define "sscular humanism,” an imprecissness the New
Right likes bscauss the undefined term is a convenient weapon
akainst anything they abhor in pubdblie schools,

Rafferty, less an {deologus then a conservative opportunist,
would be amazed (perhaps dismayed) at the New Rightts rapid
success. This country normally has cycles, Timewill show how
daep and lasting present consarvetism will bs in American schools

*

and society.
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